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IŶ the Đouƌse of the Bƌeǆit ƌefeƌeŶduŵ aŶd 
the pƌesideŶtial eleĐtioŶs, ďoth the EU aŶd 
the US haǀe seeŶ a ƌise of populist politiĐal 
ƌeasoŶiŶg. 

PolaƌiziŶg, oǀeƌlǇ siŵplifǇiŶg oƌ ŵisleadiŶg 
ĐoŵŵuŶiĐatioŶs of soĐial, Đultuƌal aŶd 
eĐoŶoŵiĐ deǀelopŵeŶts doŵiŶate ĐuƌƌeŶt 
politiĐal deďates aŶd iŶflueŶĐe puďliĐ 
peƌĐeptioŶs of ŶatioŶhood, iŶŶeƌ seĐuƌitǇ 
aŶd ŵiŶoƌitǇ politiĐs. 
BǇ ĐlaiŵiŶg to speak iŶ the Ŷaŵe of the 
oƌdiŶaƌǇ people, politiĐiaŶs eŵphasize the
diƌeĐt deŵoĐƌatiĐ Ŷatuƌe of theiƌ doiŶg 
ǁhile at the saŵe tiŵe ofteŶ eǆpliĐitlǇ 
eǆĐludiŶg ĐeƌtaiŶ gƌoups of people fƌoŵ 
theiƌ soĐietal ŵodels.

The thiŶk laď aŶd paŶel disĐussioŶ, takiŶg 
plaĐe iŶ Neǁ Yoƌk CitǇ iŶ Noǀeŵďeƌ ϮϬϭ6, 
aiŵ at aŶ iŶteƌdisĐipliŶaƌǇ aŶalǇsis of the 
ďooŵiŶg of politiĐal populisŵ.

The puďliĐ eǀeŶt is tǁo-legged: ReŶoǁŶed 
speakeƌs ǁill giǀe shoƌt iŶputs oŶ the 
topiĐ, ŵodeƌated ďǇ a high pƌofile 
aĐadeŵiĐ ;e.g. MiĐhael WeƌzͿ. 
SuďseƋueŶtlǇ the ǇouŶgsteƌs ;aŶd the 
audieŶĐeͿ joiŶ iŶ - aŶ eǆĐhaŶge ďetǁeeŶ 
ǇouŶg aŶd old, ďetǁeeŶ eǆpeƌieŶĐed 
positioŶs aŶd fƌesh ideas. 
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BǇ ďƌiŶgiŶg togetheƌ soĐial sĐieŶtists aŶd 
jouƌŶalists ǁith diǀeƌse aƌeas of eǆpeƌtise, 
the eǀeŶt ǁill eŶaďle a ŵultilaǇeƌed 
aŶalǇsis of the ĐuƌƌeŶt politiĐal iŵpliĐatioŶs 
of populisŵ iŶ its ǀaƌious foƌŵs aŶd the 
ƌole of diffeƌeŶt – e.g. Đoƌpoƌate ǀs. soĐial – 
ŵedia iŶ the distƌiďutioŶ of iŶfoƌŵatioŶ 
aŶd the shapiŶg of puďliĐ opiŶioŶ.
SiŶĐe the topiĐ of politiĐal populisŵ aŶd 
the poteŶtial eŵaŶatiŶg thƌeats to liďeƌal 
deŵoĐƌaĐies is ultiŵatelǇ ƌeleǀaŶt oŶ ďoth 
sides of the AtlaŶtiĐ, the eǀeŶt ǁill fathoŵ 
to ǁhat eǆteŶt diffeƌeŶt sĐieŶtifiĐ 
peƌspeĐtiǀes – soĐial sĐieŶtists’ aŶd 
jouƌŶalists’, EuƌopeaŶs’ aŶd AŵeƌiĐaŶs’ – 
aƌe iŶteƌƌelated oƌ diǀeƌgeŶt.

A Ŷoǀel eǀeŶt foƌŵat ǁill eŶsuƌe a high-
pƌofile paŶel disĐussioŶ ďǇ ĐhalleŶgiŶg the 
ƌeŶoǁŶed eǆpeƌts iŶ the field ǁith 
ƋuestioŶs aŶd hǇpotheses deǀeloped iŶ the 
thiŶk laď of ǇouŶg ƌeseaƌĐheƌs.
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PhD felloǁs of the BIGSSS PhD Pƌogƌaŵ, the )EIT FouŶdatioŶ's PhD 
pƌogƌaŵs, aŶd Coluŵďia JouƌŶalisŵ SĐhool's CoŵŵuŶiĐatioŶs PhD Pƌogƌaŵ 
ǁill paƌtiĐipate iŶ the eǀeŶt’s thiŶk laď.
The aiŵ of this thiŶk laď is to deǀelop ƋuestioŶs aŶd hǇpotheses oŶ the 
topiĐ of politiĐal populisŵ. These aƌe to ďe disĐussed lateƌ ǁith the eǆpeƌts 
oŶ the paŶel.
Foƌ the thiŶk laď, PhD studeŶts ǁill ďe seleĐted ǁho aƌe Ŷot pƌiŵaƌilǇ 
ǁoƌkiŶg iŶ the speĐifiĐ field. This ǁill eŶsuƌe diffeƌeŶt disĐipliŶaƌǇ, 
theoƌetiĐal aŶd eŵpiƌiĐal appƌoaĐhes to the topiĐ aŶd deŵoŶstƌate the 
geŶeƌal ĐƌitiĐal ĐapaĐities of ǇouŶg sĐholaƌs iŶ the huŵaŶities aŶd soĐial 
sĐieŶĐes. 
As a side effeĐt, the thiŶk laď ǁill pƌoǀide the PhD felloǁs ǁith eǆĐelleŶt 
ŶetǁoƌkiŶg oppoƌtuŶities aŶd thus eŶaďle the stƌeŶgtheŶiŶg of tƌaŶsatlaŶtiĐ 
sĐieŶtifiĐ ĐoopeƌatioŶ.

Think
Lab

The paŶel ǁill ďe Đoŵposed of tǁo politiĐal sĐieŶtists aŶd eǆpeƌts iŶ the 
field of politiĐal theoƌǇ aŶd populisŵ ;JaŶ-WeƌŶeƌ Mülleƌ/PƌiŶĐetoŶ aŶd 
MaƌtiŶ NoŶhoff/BIGSSSͿ, a jouƌŶalist aŶd soĐiologist ;Todd GitliŶ/ColuŵďiaͿ 
aŶd aŶ eǆpeƌieŶĐed politiĐal pƌaĐtitioŶeƌ ;Taƌa MĐGuiŶŶess/OMB, tďĐͿ. 
The paŶel ǁill ďe hosted ďǇ aŶ eǆpeƌt iŶ the field of ŵigƌatioŶ, seĐuƌitǇ aŶd 
deŵoĐƌatiĐ deǀelopŵeŶt ;MiĐhael Weƌz/CAPͿ.
The paŶel disĐussioŶ ǁill ďe opeŶed, hoǁeǀeƌ, ďǇ the PhD felloǁs of the 
pƌeĐediŶg thiŶk laď: theǇ ǁill pƌeseŶt tǁo ĐoŶtƌaƌǇ hǇpotheses to the 
paŶelists aŶd theƌeďǇ geŶeƌate a fƌaŵe foƌ the Đouƌse of the disĐussioŶ 
aŵoŶgst the eǆpeƌts. SuďseƋueŶtlǇ, the paŶelist ǁill giǀe shoƌt ƌespoŶses, 
folloǁed ďǇ a disĐussioŶ of the diffeƌeŶt positioŶs aŶd hǇpotheses.
IŶ the Đouƌse of the eǀeŶiŶg, the PhD felloǁs aŶd the audieŶĐe ǁill ďe 
ǁelĐoŵe to joiŶ iŶ the disĐussioŶ.
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